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1." The third meetins of the Cominforn renresentative and the nro-Communist
Portuguese leadems took nlace on 28 November 1948, nnd was anttended by the
game meonle., The Cominform renresentative snoke as follows:

2. "Porturuese comrades, 1t ie with great nleansure that I see that you have -ut -
. aside, temmorarily at lemst, your divergences in order to unite in the

strugele agninet the cormon enemy. 1, ns a renresentative of the Cominform,
e¢rn solemnly wromise you thrt the ouestion of your differences will be nre-
sented, with due regard to the wosition of each, to the Cominform by me, and
I feel certain that the orranization vhich I rewresent here will give it due
attention. However, I feel thnt rmore srtisfactory results would de obtained
1f each of the oreanizations renresented here would send n rewort to the
Cominform exnressins cleerly aznd exactly the moints at issue to which no
nernanent solution has been found. For my vert I shall mreware thines at
the Cominform so that that organizstion will be rendy to receive a renrssentae '
tive of each in cnse your remorts are not sufficient for a solution of your
case,

2. "Portuguese comrades, now that you are nraln united and resdy for the strusele
I can sveslr to you more fran¥ly. At the first meeting I mald the preatest
attention to the statements of the comrsde vho eymlained the finnneinl situ~
atlon of your organizations, ~nd on this %oint I can tell you that I have full
nowere from the Comlinform to assure you ell the financial assistonce you need,
and, consecuently, I can tell you that the first naoyment fron this subsidy
will be delivered to you here in Lisbon by = body (entidade) which will be
named at the oroner time. As soon as you have ammointed your joint strike
committee this firast amount will be negotinted between that comnittee and the
body referred to.

4, "The Cominform hng the greatest interest in eeesins that the strilkes which are
to start in the main Portusuese industries, esnecially the harbors, should be
carried out vith the preatest efficlency, because hamenim on a worldwide
serle are closely integrated with thig movement."

5. Jose de Sousn COILHO then snoke as follows:
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"Ogurads representative of the e-umn. I have clooely followed your words,
nmﬂdtminmneu scoord. However, 30 fer ns 1 gn concerned I must
inform you that my orsmnlzation is nit in a nosition to rush into a striks
this coming Jerurry, since, ns I have alrealdy told you in wrivate, we have to
interest the socialist organization in the strikes, nnd that takes time. Then,
ws have to nrevare the groundwork for the strikes, and that too takes time and
nonay. ‘le cannot even start withou$ money. To nremars for a strike, vrove-
£anda wuss be spread about, in the form of manifestoes, circulars, etc., snd
we have nat the money to get gtarted ad this: I believe other organisations
are in the same situation.® (There weé a brief interruntion here, during which
the revresentatives of the other orpanisations agreed that their condition wns
such.) "I think that, to be in a situation to start striles, with some hone
of euccess, we must wait until ths end of March or the early wart of Anril.?

The others oresent showed sommlets agreement with the views exvressed by
COELHO. Then the Cominform representative swoke asein, as follows:

*1 bave no alternntive bus o0 ngres with the statements of Jose de Sousa
COELHO, which are, after all, those apnroved by the reat of the revresento~
tives here. e had the greatest hovds that the strikes could be started in
January, but, in the face of the difficulties which ars now aonarent, and the
consibdility of fallure, we nrefer $o walt: shis is one of our greatest
talents. So, comrades, ns soon os I arrive at headouarters, orders for uggwmeitt
of the. first amount will be sent to you:; nlso 2 new way of communlontion will .
be sent, to be uged only in case of foilure of the ons now in use.®
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